
	
	

1  www.pbc.org.uk 

CHURCH PROFILE 
 
Poynton Baptist Church is a lively evangelical church with an average attendance 
of 200 people on a Sunday morning. We are excited about working together for 
the future growth of PBC and fulfilling our vision for Growing Followers of Jesus. 
We recognise that change and being open to the Spirit is integral to being 
followers of Jesus. Our heart's desire is to know Jesus and share his love.  
 
PBC’s congregation is mainly from Poynton, but has a number of people attending 
from surrounding districts within a 10-mile radius. Our church family includes: 
some children and teenagers, a large group of 18-30s, some families and a 
significant proportion who are over 60.  
 
In recent years, the church has had a Senior Minister and an Associate Minister. 
Since September 2017, we have been without either and initially are looking for a 
Senior Minister. Once in post, the church will consider building the ministerial team 
with further appointments.  We also have a full time paid youth-worker, part time 
service coordinator, part time worship development coordinator and a number of 
part time support staff. 
 
The Senior Minister will preach, lead and contribute to the development of the 
future vision of the church.  
 
The church owns a modern 4-bedroom manse, less than a mile from the church 
which is situated in a quiet cul-de-sac. 
 
This background information is designed to give you a general overview of life 
here in Poynton, the church and our existing work. More information about the 
church can be found on our website www.pbc.org.uk or our Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/PoyntonBaptist  
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1 About the Area 
Poynton is a rural town (officially) but is a village at heart; proud to be part of the 
County of Cheshire and with a total population of approximately 15,000. Situated 
6 miles from Macclesfield town centre and within 14 miles of Manchester City 
centre there is easy road access to major routes. The train station at Poynton 
makes travel into Manchester straightforward with good rail connections to the 
rest of the UK. Being on the edge of the Peak District makes it easy to access for 
days out. 
 

 
 
House prices average £336k, although there are properties available for rent. 
Poynton has 5 primary schools and the secondary school ‘Poynton High School’ is 
one of the largest in Cheshire; all regularly achieve high results in examinations.  
 
There are 6 churches in Poynton: Poynton Baptist Church, St George’s (Anglican), 
Poynton Methodist Church, St Paul’s (Roman Catholic), Poynton Christian 
Fellowship (Pentecostal-AOG) and Lostock Christian Fellowship (Independent – 
FIEC). Above average % of the population regularly attend one of the local 
churches.  
 
The village contains a number of pubs, restaurants, takeaways and cafes. The 
centre of the village has a variety of shops, including Waitrose, Morrisons and Aldi 
supermarkets. There is a leisure centre with swimming pool, gymnasium and large 
sports hall and the Poynton Sports Club which has cricket, tennis, football, hockey 
and lacrosse sections. 
 
Poynton is considered to be a mainly professional/middle class area. The majority 
of the working population are employed outside the town. The age profile of the 
local population is 

• 33% are 60 years old or more 
• 42% are 25 to 59 
• 6% are 18-24 
• 19% are 0-17 years old.  

Approximately 4% of the population are from minority ethnic backgrounds.  
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2 About Our Church 
2.1 Our Vision 
Our vision statement is: 
 
Growing followers of Jesus 

• Pursuing deeper relationship with God 
• Building authentic community 
• Connecting people with Jesus 

 
We aim to achieve this through developing our worship, building up the church 
family and engaging with our community. 
 

 
 
2.2 Our Theological Approach 
Within the church membership there is a broadly evangelical approach to 
theology and practice. Strong bible teaching is important, as is a charismatic 
approach to worship led by one of our worship bands. Fundamental to the 
activities of the church is leading people to faith in God. Common to all areas of 
church life we seek the guidance and inspiration of the Holy Spirit, in the 
intercessory prayer group, church worship evenings and in church members’ 
meetings. Prayer ministry is offered after every service. In recent years, the church 
has explored different approaches to all-age worship and to prayer in creative 
worship. As in most churches there are individuals from a range of backgrounds 
e.g. Anglican, Brethren, Salvation Army and Pentecostal. At the heart of PBC is a 
desire that Jesus is known and discovered in every service and activity of the 
church. In the last two years, 9 people have been baptised at PBC. PBC operates 
as a Baptist church with links to the North Western Baptist Association, and the 
Baptist Union of Great Britain; however, it also seeks to be part of the wider 
evangelical church in the UK and is a member of the Evangelical Alliance. Church 
meetings are held monthly and include prayer, worship and business matters. 
 
2.3 Our Leadership Structure 
The church is led by a Core Leadership Team of eight, which would include the 
Senior Minister. The team are responsible for vision, policy and the general 
oversight of the church. They are assisted by a number of other team leaders who 
look after a range of activities in the church. An Associate Minister was in post 
until June 2017, but the church plans to appoint a Senior Minister before 
considering any further ministerial team appointments.  
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2.4 Our Facilities 
PBC is in a prime location on the main shopping street and has occupied this site 
since the erection of the former chapel in 1862. This was demolished in 1972 when 
the existing building was built. A major refurbishment was completed in 1998 
creating a more flexible space for our youth and children’s work. For the last ten 
years we have also been able to rent space above the adjoining supermarket to 
create a multifunctional space known as The Upper Room with direct access from 
our first floor and the street below. The supermarket has recently closed and the 
church is considering whether God is calling us to expand our ministry into it and 
lease the entire building. 
 
 
2.5 Our People  
Poynton Baptist Church is a 
lively, friendly church of 192 
members. The congregation 
comprises people of all ages 
from many walks of life. The 
cost of housing has gradually 
affected the proportion of 
young families residing within 
the town. We have an average 
regular attendance on Sunday 
of 5-15 children (0-11yrs) and 10-
15 young people (11-18yrs), plus 
others at midweek sessions. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
We have a thriving work in the 18-30s 
age group, which is attracting new 
people to the church. This group has 
around 37 core members, with a 
further 10+ who attend when home 
from university or work elsewhere in 
the country. We have recently 
established a mentoring scheme with 
this group and others in the church. 
We also have a good number of 
attenders in the 60+ group. 

 
2.6 Our Services 
We hold one Sunday morning service from 10.30am until about midday. Each half-
term there is an option called Interactive, which is café style and runs 
simultaneously with a more conventional sermon during the second half of the 
morning service. This uses video, testimony and other formats to introduce and 
explore discussion themes. On Sunday evenings, we hold a variety of events 
ranging from our learning zone courses to prayer and worship events.   
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 Our worship has a contemporary feel with a mix of modern songs and some more 
traditional songs and hymns. Sung worship is led by one of our worship leaders 
with a full band. In September 2018 we employed a worship development 
coordinator to plan and  look at ways to creatively develop our worship.  
 
 

 
 
At morning services, children and teenagers are generally part of the main body 
for the first 20 minutes before leaving to attend Kids Church & Energy (for those 
aged 11 and over).  All-age services are held periodically. 
 
2.7 Our Activities 
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There is a wide range of activities in a typical month including: 
 

• Evening and Daytime fellowship groups (7 evening groups involving 101 
people, 150 people involved in small groups overall) 

• Alpha Course held periodically 
• Alive and Active – Saturday morning breakfast or coffee and cakes event 

with a guest speaker. 
• Intercessory Prayer Group 
• Ambience Team (crafts) 
• Playaway  
• Senior Link (our work with older people)  
• Café (2 are held per week and all are open to the community) 
• The Sunday Club (a low key outreach event held at a local café bar, the 

Acoustic Lounge) www.facebook.com/TheSundayClub2 
• The Kingfishers (monthly outings/events for anyone, e.g. theatre trips) 
• Store cupboard (support for a number of families in the community on low 

incomes) 
• Hope & Anchor (mental health support) 
• Golf Society 
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In February 2017, about 120 
people attended our Church 
Weekend with guest 
speaker Carl Beech at 
Whitemoor Lakes Centre 
near Lichfield. Our next one 
is planned for May 2019 

 
 
We are also involved in other community initiatives such as Poynton Christmas 
Fest. 
 
2.8 Wider Connections 
We play a role in Churches Together in Poynton, which includes occasional joint 
services, prayer for Poynton and participation in community events.  We also have 
links to a number of Christian charities and organisations either directly or through 
some of their staff who are members of the church, e.g. The Message Trust, 
Innervation Trust, Life Association, the Evangelical Alliance and OMS. 
 
2.9 Youth - ‘Energy’ 
Our work with young people over 11 years is co-ordinated by a full time youth 
worker. It is branded as ‘Energy’.  On Sunday mornings the young people split into 
years 7-9 and 10-13 to meet. 
 

 

There are also midweek small 
groups, a group that attends 
Genetik sessions at The Message 
Trust, a youth band and regular 
socials.  An annual Energy 
weekend away is held in 
conjunction with other local 
churches, with the last one taking 
50 young people away. Many also 
go to the WEC Summer Teen 
Camp and indeed many have 
gone on to become leaders at the 
camp once they reach 18. 

 
2.10 Children 
Kids Church has between 5 and 15 children each week on Sunday mornings, with a 
choice of activities for the different ages.  
A crèche is operated each Sunday by volunteers on a rota basis, for the under 2s. 
A group of children from age 9 upwards goes to WEC Warrior Summer Camp 
each year. 
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2.11 Playaway 
Playaway is a group meeting on Monday mornings, for toddlers up to the age of 4 
with their parents/carers, which is open to all to attend.  We currently have around 
50 children attending plus carers, the majority of whom are from the local 
community and do not attend church. The programme includes play (supervised 
by the adult bringing the child), activities, Bible stories, singing and refreshments. 
Playaway is run by a team of volunteer leaders and helpers. Services/activities 
entitled Christmas Stories and Easter Stories have been held aimed primarily at 
this group and present the Christian message in an accessible way for this age 
with their parents/carers. 
 
2.12 Seniors 
The Seniors ministry at PBC is well-established and a significant outreach into the 
local community. The café provides a lifeline of support and friendship to 30 
seniors within the village. 
 
In addition, the seniors programme 
includes a monthly service ’12 on 
Tuesday’ with a lunch served and 
entertainment often provided by local 
musicians, speakers etc. Coach trips 
and the annual ‘Holiday at Home’ are 
well appreciated by all who attend. 
The changing needs of seniors are 
recognised by the Seniors leadership 
team who are seeking to establish 
additional programmes for the 
growing numbers of early-retired 
people in Poynton. This is an exciting 
time of spiritual and missional 
development for this ministry.  

 

 
2.13 Mission 
We have two mission teams.  

1. MIST, the overseas team, focuses on supporting overseas missionaries and 
helping the church to maintain a world mission focus. We have close links 
with ‘BMS: World Mission’ and have a church partnership with Baptist 
Churches in Iquitos, Peru. We also have links with NoviMost and with WEC 
International. 

2. NMT, the national mission team, helps us to focus on mission within the UK. 
The church has close involvement with The Message Trust, Innervation 
Trust, Barnabus homeless charity in Manchester and Epiphany musical 
ministry. 
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2.14 Pastoral Team 
A core pastoral team of 4, coordinates all church visits to those who are sick, in 
hospital, to new parents or those in spiritual need. Home communion is offered for 
those unable to attend church and visits are arranged for those in hospital for a 
prolonged period. Training is provided for others (currently 28 people) involved in 
pastoral care including small group leaders and hospital visitors.  
 
 
2.15 Our Finances 
The average annual giving including Gift Aid over the past 4 years is about 
£235,500. Typical annual expenditure is about £250,000 which is split between 
the four main areas as shown below. Team leaders have budget responsibility for 
their areas. 
 

Staff Costs (Salaries, benefits and associated 
costs) 

54% 

Mission (Overseas, UK and Local) 24% 
Property/Other 18% 
Ministry Expenses 3% 

 
Our paid staff as follows: 
 

Youth Worker 40 hours 
Service Coordinator  24 hours 
Worship Development 
Coordinator  

24 hours 

Secretary 22 hours 
Accounts Assistant 10 hours 
Cleaner 9 hours 

 
Over a number of years, annual expenditure has exceeded the budget which has 
meant eating into our cash reserves. However, some savings have been possible in 
the financial plan for 2018/19 to address this in line with our reserves policy. 
 
The full independently examined accounts for previous years can be viewed or 
downloaded from the Charity Commission web site. 
 
2.16 Strengths and Development Areas 
Church members were recently invited to comment on PBC strengths and 
development areas in order to inform what we need in our next Senior Minister.   
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Worship is important to our church and it was listed as one of our top strengths. 
We have a good number of great musicians who lead us ably in corporate worship 
on Sunday mornings. The experience of worship is valued in terms of music, 
prayer, and seeking the Holy Spirit. We want to build on our current strengths in 
this area and continue to grow as we seek God.  
 
Other areas regarded as strengths were: 

• Sense of family and community 
• Teaching ministry 
• 18-30s group 
• Youth work 

 
 
 
Areas regarded as needing development were: 

• Outreach 
• Utilising the members’ gifts more widely in the church 
• Attracting young families 

 
2.17 What is God calling us to do? 
The church is keen to work more closely with the community.  As part of 
considering what that might look like we are at the earliest stages of looking at 
whether leasing the adjoining empty supermarket might support that aim.  Whilst 
we have good links with young families through our Playaway activity, we have 
low numbers of this group within the church and want to see what we can do to 
address this.  As mentioned, we have a good number in the 18-30s, so we want to 
equip them and build their faith to serve Christ both inside and outside the church. 
We believe that PBC is on the verge of great things, and we are looking for a 
Senior Minister who will be able to lead and work with us in fulfilling our vision for 
Growing Followers of Jesus. 
 
 


